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A  PIONEER  buyer  has  just  given  us  an  increase  the  over-all  efficiency  of  his  generating 

order  for  the  first  hydrogen-cooled  tur-  station  and  will  be  able  to  produce  elearicity 

bine-generator.  This  machine  will  be  a  so-called  at  lower  cost.  At  the  same  time,  with  this 

“top  turbine,”  superposed  on  existing  capacity,  purchase,  he  has  accelerated  the  progress  of 

and  will  operate  at  the  highest  combination  of  the  entire  industry  toward  developing  more  effi- 

steam  temperature  and  pressure  ever  used  in  cient  and  better  means  of  generating  electricity, 

this  country.  The  purchaser  placed  this  order 

•  ,  r  1  1  r  -1  This  progress  will,  in  turn,  enable  the  buyer 

with  conhdence  because  or  our  wide  expe-  re?’’  j 

rience  with  large  hydrogen-cooled  machines 

as  well  as  with  high  steam  temperatures  and 

pressures  purchase  from  General  Electric-  -  the  company 

with  the  greatest  resources  and  experience  to 
This  pioneer  buyer  will  gain  added  generating  do  pioneer  work —  bring  a  constantly  recurring 
capacity  at  lowest  capital  investment;  he  will  cycle  of  benefits  to  every  buyer. 
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Lobby  Telegrams 
Are  Subpoenaed 

Black  committee  seeks  record  of  all 
wires  as  it  reopens  investigation  — 
Saits  and  inquiries  against  Associated 
•ysteni  viewed  as  retaliatory  action 

Reverberations  of  last  fall’s  lobbying 
charges  against  the  public  utilities  have 
been  plentiful  in  Washington  in  the  last 
ten  days  as  the  Senate  committee  headed 
by  Hugo  Black,  Louisiana  Democrat,  re¬ 
sumed  its  investigations.  The  committee’s 
first  official  action  was  to  suhpcena  orig¬ 
inal  copies  of  all  messages  seeking  to 
influence  legislation  handled  by  Western 
Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  last  year. 

This  subpoenaing  of  telegrams  met 
immediate  opposition  from  lawyers  who 
foresaw  their  private  messages  to  clients 
being  spread  upon  the  record.  Winston, 
Strawn  &  Shaw  of  Chicago  immediately 
took  steps,  applying  for  an  injunction  to 
protect  their  messages.  The  reopening 
of  the  investigation  also  brought  charges 
renuniscent  of  the  earlier  probe,  includ¬ 
ing  widespread  reports  in  New  York  of 
stolen  personal  and  company  records. 

Associated  Gas  sued  again 

While  the  committee  has  announced 
no  decision  as  to  the  witnesses  it  will 
call,  it  is  generally  understood  that  the 
public  utilities  again  will  hold  the  center 
of  the  stage.  Thus  it  is  interesting  that 
Associated  Gas — particular  target  of  the 
anti-utility  Congressmen  last  fall — again 
is  conspicuous  in  the  news.  Another 
suit  for  the  50-odd  million  dollars  the 
(  government  is  claiming  on  back  income 
_  taxes  ha>  been  filed  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  to 
I  which  officials  have  replied  that  the  fed- 
j  cral  authorities  are  making  an  effort  to 
I  grab  the  properties.  A  week  earlier  a 
^milar  suit  had  been  entered  in  federal 
i  District  Court  in  Wilmington  (Electri- 
1  World.  February  29,  page  64). 

1  These  tax  suits  are  regarded  by  many 


as  retaliation  for  the  Associated  system’s 
opposition  to  the  “death  sentence”  and 
Howard  C.  Hopson’s  game  of  hide-and- 
seek  with  the  Black  committee.  It  is 
felt  that  the  Federal  Power  Commission’s 
present  investigation  into  affairs  of  As¬ 
sociated  affiliates  in  Pennsylvania  is  in 
the  same  category.  This  latter  probe 
oi)ened  on  Monday,  with  the  F.P.C.  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  acting  jointly.  The  federal 
body  entered  the  case  when  the  state 


Prospects  are  for  early  adjournment 
of  Congress — -Washington  observers  see 
little  “must”  legislation  on  the  calendar 
aside  from  the  tax  measures.  Therefore, 
if  any  important  utility  litigation  is  de¬ 
cided  in  the  next  few  months  it  will  be 
thrown  directly  into  the  political  arena 
as  there  will  be  no  chance  to  pass  new 
laws. 

With  this  in  view,  a  recapitulation  of 
major  litigation  and  the  chances  for 
early  disposal  are  interesting: 

1.  The  pending  appeal  of  American 
States  Public  Service’s  test  of  the  hold¬ 
ing  company  law. 

2.  The  government’s  case  against  Bond 
&  Share;  the  other  holding  company  law 
tests. 

3.  Initiation  of  a  real  T.V.A.  test. 

4.  Duke  Power’s  appeal  from  the  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  ruling  in  favor  of  P.W.A.  on 
the  latter’s  Buzzard  Roost  grant. 

5.  The  group  of  test  cases  in  District 
of  Columbia  courts  on  P.W.A.’s  mu¬ 
nicipal  power  loans. 

6.  Test  in  the  District  of  Columbia  on 


authorities  charged  tliey  could  not  get 
out-of-the-state  records  which  they  had 
demanded.  It  was  the  first  time  the 
F.P.C.  had  ever  extended  its  aid  to  a 
state  commission  investigation. 

A  state  investigation  of  Associated  Gas 
Affiliates  in  New  Jersey  also  has  been 
asked  by  state  Senator  Elmer  King,  who 
particularly  urges  hearings  on  part  pay¬ 
ment  of  salaries  in  notes,  a  practice  en¬ 
joined  in  the  New  York  courts  (Elec¬ 
trical  World,  February  15,  page  44). 


P.W.A.’s  grants  to  Nebraska’s  “little 
T.V.A.” 

Some  observers  feel  that  there  is  a 
chance  that  the  American  States’  case, 
in  which  the  holding  company  law  has 
been  outlawed  in  the  lower  courts,  will 
be  decided  at  this  session  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  This  is  the  line  of  reasoning:  If 
Burco,  Inc.,  counsel  take  an  immediate 
appeal,  the  case  could  be  set  for  argu¬ 
ment  about  a  month  hence  and  the  deci¬ 
sion  might  be  passed  down  before  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  court  on  June  1.  (There 
is  also  a  story  current  in  Washington 
that  the  court  has  determined  to  remain 
in  session  until  pending  tests  of  New 
Deal  legislation  are  cleaned  up.)  All 
this,  however,  overlooks  the  fact  that 
government  lawyers  will  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  prevent  a  constitutional 
decision  in  the  American  States  case, 
hoping  to  confine  the  test  to  their  own 
“hand-picked”  Electric  Bond  &  Share 
suit. 

One  abortive  effort  was  made  last  week 
to  secure  a  quick  decision  on  the  holding 


Important  Court  Decisions 
Not  Likely  at  This  Session 

Supreme  Court  may  rule  on  Buzzard  Roost  appeal  before  June  1,  but 
government  is  expected  to  seek  delay  in  American  States  test  in  favor 
of  its  “hand-picked”  Bond  &  Share  suit 
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company  law  when  two  corporations, 
both  stockholders  in  Utilities  Power  & 
Light,  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  company  from 
registering  under  the  act.  This  petition 
was  hastily  withdrawn,  however,  with  the 
explanation  that  the  company  already  is 
registered  and  that  the  plea  for  a  re¬ 
straining  order  hardly  would  elicit  a 
decision  of  the  court  on  constitutionality. 

Other  suits  are  encountering  the  ex¬ 
pected  difficulty  with  government  lawyers 
using  every  legal  device  to  keep  them 
from  advancing.  It  is  true  that  Ameri¬ 
can  Water  Works  and  North  American 
upset  the  stay  which  was  blocking  their 
cases  in  the  District  of  Columbia  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  but  this  merely  prepares 
the  way  for  a  hearing  on  the  merits. 

The  test  sought  by  five  major  com¬ 
panies  in  New  York,  led  by  Consolidated 
Gas  and  United  Corporation,  has  made 
one  step  forward,  inasmuch  as  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  has  ruled  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  make  Washington  officials 
party  to  the  action;  the  court  held  that 
the  local  S.E.C.  and  Postoffice  officials 
should  answer.  This  had  the  effect  of 
advancing  these  cases  toward  a  hearing 
on  their  merits,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
preventing  the  government  from  limiting 
the  test  to  the  Bond  &  Share  case.  But 
progress,  though  apparent  in  these  cases, 
is  so  slow  that  few  expect  to  see  conclu¬ 
sion  of  this  group  of  suits  much  before 
next  year. 

Appeal  will  get  attention 

The  appeal  from  the  Buzzard  Roost 
decision,  on  the  other  hand,  seems  likely 
to  get  quick  attention.  Duke  Power  is 
determined  to  push  its  appeal  and  the 
P.W.A.  is  equally  anxious  to  get  the 
high  court’s  word  as  Secretary  Harold  L. 
Ickes  contends  all  this  litigation  is  doing 
nothing  but  slow  up  his  relief  expendi¬ 
tures.  With  both  parties  intent  on  get¬ 
ting  action,  there  is  little  to  hold  this  case 
back  and  the  Supreme  Court  may  quite 
possibly  dispose  of  it  before  June  1. 

And  if  there  are  questions  which  the 
Buzzard  Roost  case  will  not  settle  with 
regard  to  P.W.A.  powers,  there  is  at 
least  a  real  probability  that  other  tests 
of  these  points  will  not  drag  for  too  long 
a  time.  For  example,  there  are  cases 
involving  municipal  power  projects  in 
five  states  pending  in  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  Supreme  Court.  There  is  every 
indication  that  they  will  be  handled  in 
a  group,  allowing  a  broad  test,  as  all 
have  been  set  for  argument  on  March  30. 

A  newcomer  in  this  list  is  Long  Island 
Lighting  Company,  which  has  been 
granted  a  temporary  injunction  to  bar 
the  $300,000  loan  to  the  village  of  New 
Hyde  Park,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  The 
others  include  Central  Vermont  Public 
Service’s  suit  involving  the  town  of 
.  Brandon;  Alabama  Power  Company 
against  loans  to  the  towns  of  Gunters- 


ville,  Hartselle  and  Russellville,  and  an¬ 
other  Alabama  Power  case  against  loans 
for  Florence,  Tuscumbia,  Decatur  and 
Sheffield;  Oklahoma  Utilities  Company’s 
now  famous  suit  to  balk  the  town  of 
Hominy’s  proposed  plant,  and  Texas 
Utilities’  case  involving  the  town  of 
Plainview. 

The  same  court  will  hear  the  suits  to 
ban  power  distribution  by  Nebraska’s 
“little  T.V.A.,”  a  case  in  which  both  the 
P.W.A.  and  the  power  companies  have 
agreed  to  seek  a  swift  and  conclusive 
determination  of  the  issues.  While  there 
are  51  cases  listed  by  P.W.A.  as  chal¬ 
lenging  and  temporarily  blocking  its 
loans  to  municipalities  and  other  political 
subdivisions  for  power  purposes,  the  suits 
named  seem  likely  to  be  those  first  dis¬ 


posed  of  and  their  outcome  is  generally 
expected  to  settle  all  the  major  points 
involved. 

Most  distant  of  all  the  tests  is  that 
which  ultimately  will  be  forthcoming 
really  to  settle  the  questions  involved  in 
T.V.A.  But  such  a  suit  can  hardly  be 
undertaken  until  some  dam  other  than 
Wilson  is  finished.  Then  there  will  be 
the  necessity  for  showing  a  damage  in¬ 
flicted  or  a  state  right  invaded,  and  the 
problem  of  determining  who  is  qualified 
to  bring  the  suit.  The  last  chance  of 
averting  this  long  wait  was  removed  on 
Monday  when  the  Supreme  Court  re¬ 
fused  to  grant  the  Alabama  Power  Com 
pany  preferred-stock  holders  a  rehearing 
in  the  case  recently  decided  in  favor  of 
the  government. 


The  Current  Drift 


R.E.A.  Loses  $950,000,000 

Wind  was  taken  out  of  the  sails  of 
proponents  of  the  long-term,  federal-aid 
rural  electrification  idea  this  week  and 
the  blow  came  from  the  White  House, 
toward  which  the  project’s  sponsors  had 
looked  for  a  helping  hand.  The  action 
means  that  the  President  is  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  political  aspects  of  the 
measure  right  now,  not  that  he  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  ten-year  program  proposed. 

In  the  first  place,  an  appropriation  of 
$1,000,000,000  (even  though  spread  over 
ten  years)  didn’t  fit  in  with  plans  to  trim 
the  budget  of  unnecessary  expenditures 
for  election-year  window  dressing.  So 
Senate  leaders  received  a  suggestion  that 
the  measure  appropriate  $50,000,000  and 
be  clipped  to  a  one-year  term.  The 
money,  it  is  understood,  can  be  found  in 
unallocated  relief  funds. 

This  restriction  of  the  plan  to  a  single 
year  and  to  a  sharply  curtailed  budget 
will  have  another  advantage.  It  will 
facilitate  plans  to  get  Congress  out  of 
Washington  this  month;  the  brewing 
controversy  over  the  Norris-Rayburn 
R.E.A.  plan  threatened  to  be  one  of  the 
stumbling-blocks  to  early  adjournment. 

Electing  the  Rate  Cutters 

In  Massachusetts  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  is  taking  sharp  criticism 
for  its  failure  to  get  more  results  on  the 
rate  reduction  front.  The  sliding-scale 
idea  has  been  getting  a  big  hand,  but  the 
latest  suggestion — that  the  members  of 
the  commission  be  elected,  so  that  the 
public  may  be  sure  of  well  qualified  rep¬ 
resentatives — looks  like  the  height  of 
something  or  other. 

The  public  need  only  scan  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  most  elective  commissions  to 
find  the  answer  to  that  one.  Of  course, 
an  elective  body  could  be  counted  on  to 
demand  rate  reductions  every  day  or  so 


from  all  the  companies  involved.  What 
would  happen  thereafter  would  just  be 
louder  and  funnier;  most  of  the  work 
would  unquestionably  devolve  upon  the 
courts. 

The  Mack  Investigation 

New  York’s  joint  legislative  committee 
to  investigate  public  utilities  spent  its 
$550,000,  spread  upon  the  record  reams 
of  testimony,  submitted  a  report  of  111 
pages,  and  passed  into  history  (Elec¬ 
trical  World,  February  29,  page  61). 
Its  well-publicized  hearings  had  made  j 
all  the  findings  old  stuff  to  the  public, 
and  commentators,  after  mulling  through  | 
all  this  in  review,  are  inclined  to  think 
that  the  principal  accomplishment  was  | 
the  spending  of  the  $550,000. 

Editorials  in  the  newspapers  of  the] 
state  were  generally  no  more  than  luke¬ 
warm;  a  large  segment  of  the  press 
treated  the  report  sarcastically  and  many 
papers  were  caustic.  Says  the  Auburn 
Citizen  Advertiser:  “The  experience  we 
have  had  with  this  legislative  committee 
discredits  all  such  probes.” 

Sabotage  Marks 
Strike  in  El  Paso 

Without  the  customary  formality 
notice  or  a  statement  of  grievances,  th(  I 
union  workers  of  the  El  Paso  Electric | 
Company  pulled  the  switches  and  walks 
out  at  3.53  a.m.  February  27,  plungitJ 
225,000  people  into  darkness.  The  coni’ 
pany  mobilized  non-union  men  and 
stored  partial  service  within  eight  holin’ 

This  restoration  of  service  was  act i*- 
plished  during  peaceful  picketing,  'I 
the  picketing  was  the  smallest  part  I 
the  resistance  which  faced  the  utu '[ 
Sabotage  was  so  serious  that  ntimer'* 
special  officers  were  sworn  in  and  t. 
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U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Hits  Long-Term  R.E.A.  Plan 

Sibley  calls  billion-dollar  program  a  further  invasion  of  the  held  of 
private  business  —  Electrical  leagues  launch  attack  on  R.E.A.  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  group  buying  of  appliances 


wai?  a  strong  hint  of  asking  state  inter¬ 
vention.  When  the  men  first  left  they 
drained  boilers  and  took  portions  of  gen¬ 
erators  with  them.  Later  high-tension 
lines  were  cut  and  poles  were  chopped 
down.  Loads  of  hay  were  dumped  into 
the  Iiio  Grande  to  clog  intake  screens. 
Traflic  lights  were  short-circuited  in  busi¬ 
ness  sections. 

As  efforts  to  secure  a  peaceful  settle¬ 
ment  failed,  the  union  called  upon  all 
labttr  in  the  area  to  boycott  the  power 
conii»any,  a  move  in  which  it  was  claimed 
7,000  families  would  participate.  The 
workers  accused  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  of  unfairness  and  balked 
at  its  intervention.  The  same  group 
struck  a  year  ago. 

• 

Duke’s  Rates  Attacked 

G<‘neral  reduction  in  Duke  Power 
Cotnjtany’s  rates  is  demanded  by  Willard 
Dowell,  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina 
Merchants  Association,  who  declares  the 
recent  cut  was  designed  to  prevent  “a 
merited  major  reduction.”  His  petition 
filed  with  the  state  commission  holds 
present  rates  are  discriminatory. 

• 

Casli  for  Suggestions 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  cash 
awards,  totaling  $3,356,  were  made  to 
employees  of  the.  Commonwealth  Edison 
Gimpany,  Chicago,  in  1935  for  accepted 
suggestions  relative  to  improved  com¬ 
pany  service  and  operating  methods. 
The  maximum  award  to  one  employee 
was  $361. 


Business  took  its  first  organized  pot¬ 
shot  at  legislation  before  the  present  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress  in  a  broadside  by  the 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
the  billion-dollar,  long-term  rural  elec¬ 
trification  program.  Harper  Sibley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  chamber,  in  letters  to  Sena¬ 
tors,  declared  the  proposal  would  mean  a 
further  governmental  invasion  of  the  field 
of  private  business  while,  at  the  same 
time,  putting  another  strain  on  the  na¬ 
tional  budget. 

This  attack  followed  close  on  the  heels 
of  that  launched  by  the  Committee  of 
Utility  Executives  (Electrical  World, 
February  29,  page  61)  and  took  not  the 
slightest  cognizance  of  Senator  George 
W'.  Norris,  father  of  the  Senate  bill,  who 
had  admonished  private  companies  that 
they  “are  standing  in  their  own  light 
when  they  fight  rural  electrification  legis¬ 
lation.”  He  said  there  was  nothing  in 
the  bill  to  prevent  co-operative  lines  from 
buying  their  electric  energy  from  private 
companies. 

With  such  opposition  being  mobilized, 
the  Administration  made  a  move  which 
looked  distinctly  like  a  retreat.  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  asked  Democratic  Senate 
leaders  to  make  of  the  billion-dollar. 


ten-year  R.E.A.  bill  a  $50,000,000  one- 
year  project.  This  would  rob  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  its  implications  as  a  long-term 
plan,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  White 
House  is  thinking  more  of  getting  Con¬ 
gress  to  adjourn  than  of  avoiding  a  fight. 

A  campaign  of  opposition  to  R.E.A.’s 
appliance  and  wiring  loan  policy  re¬ 
cently  has  gotten  under  way.  Letters  have 
been  sent  to  R.E.A.  Administrator  Mor¬ 
ris  L.  Cooke  by  several  electrical  leagues 
protesting  the  group-buying  policy  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Washington  authorities  to 
cut  costs  on  farm  lines.  Typical  is  the 
letter  sent  by  the  Electrical  League  of 
Colorado,  which  asks  R.E.A.  “to  recon¬ 
sider”  and  “permit  the  rural  homes  to 
be  wired  and  equipped  with  appliances 
in  accordance  with  established  methods 
of  procedure  and  normal  channels  of  dis¬ 
tribution.”  This  letter  attacked  the 
group-buying  plan  as  a  “very  dangerous 
precedent”  and  “not  economically  justi¬ 
fied.” 

Other  news  of  rural  electrification 
activities  includes  the  following: 

Alabama — A  drive  for  subscribers  will  be 
launched  at  once  by  the  Madison  County 
Membership  Association,  which  would  use 
T.V.A.  power  on  four  contemplated  lines, 
according  to  Will  Nance,  president.  At  the 
request  of  citizens,  Alabama  Power  has 
agreed  to  extend  its  lines  to  Wattsville  and 
Riverside. 

Arkansas — Harvey  C.  Cbuch  has  approved 
a  5i-mile  extension  by  Arkansas  Power  & 
Light  to  serve  54  families  in  Jefferson  and 
Grant  counties. 

Georgia — Power  for  the  Jackson  and  Iron 
Springs  district  is  being  considered  by 
Georgia  Power  Company,  whose  engineers 
have  just  completed  a  survey  of  the  territory. 

Illinois — Central  Illinois  Light  Company 
proposes  45  miles  of  line  in  Cotton  Hill, 
Rochester  and  Cooper  townships  to  be 
financed  from  its  own  funds.  State  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  approves  Illinois  Northern 
Utilities  Company’s  new  plan  for  extension 
whereby  customers’  monthly  bills  must  total 
one-sixtieth  of  the  cost  of  the  extension. 

Iowa — Railroad  commission  approves  70- 
mile  extension  by  Peoples  Gas  &  Electric  in 
Cerro  Gordo,  Hancock  and  Worth  counties. 

Minnesota  —  The  Sturgeon  County  Im¬ 
provement  Association  of  Hibbing,  which 
plans  500  miles  of  line,  proposes  to  join  the 
Farmers  Northern  Electrical  Association. 

Mississippi — Pontotoc  County  Electric  As¬ 
sociation  agrees  to  extend  its  lines  from 
Randolph  to  Bruce,  serving  intervening  ter¬ 
ritory. 

New  York — About  47  miles  of  Niagara, 
Lockport  &  Ontario  Power’s  line  in  the 
Medina  district  has  been  completed.  Tliis  is 
about  one-fifth  of  the  project,  which  is  to 
serve  1,200  customers. 

North  Carolina — State  authorities  have 
decided  to  press  for  11,250,000  of  loans 
which  the  federal  R.E.A.  so  far  has  not 


UNCLE  SAM  TAKES  TITLE  TO  BOULDER  DAM 


All  construction  completed,  the  government  on  March  1  took  over  Boulder 
Bam  without  formal  ceremony.  At  once  federal  engineers  began  knocking 
down  temporary  structures  and  started  installation  of  the  remaining  elec- 
tnctl  generating  machinery.  The  $54,700,000  construction  job  was  com¬ 
pleted  two  years  ahead  of  schedule. 
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parsed  upon,  spurred  by  the  assurance  of 
L.  A.  Sears,  R.E.A.  project  initiation  chief, 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  expedite 
the  loans.  Plans  are  facilitated  by  the  new 
state  laws  allowing  the  towns  of  Fremont. 
Greenville,  Kinston,  New  Bern,  Tarboro  and 
Washington  to  sell  power  from  their  munici¬ 
pal  plants  to  rural  lines  to  be  financed  with 
R.E.A.  loans,  if  approved. 

PENNSYLVANIA — Sixteen  power  companies 
reduce  guaranties  for  11.300  rural  customers 
in  the  state,  the  total  cut  amounting  to  about 
ffiO.OOO  a  year. 

SoiTH  Carolina — Duke  Power  Company 
is  suing  to  set  aside  the  rates  at  which  it  has 
been  ordered  to  supply  energy  to  R.E.A. 
projects  by  the  Public  Service  Commission, 
charging  that  they  are  unlawful  and  confis¬ 
catory.  The  commission  reports  that  private 
companies  approved  and/or  constructed  8.S7 
miles  of  rural  line  last  year. 

Tennessee — Rural  subscribers  are  being 
enlisted  in  three  counties— Robertson,  Mad¬ 
ison  and  Marshall — all  of  which  propose  to 
secure  T.V.A.  power. 

Texas — Several  rural  lines  are  being  built 
in  Bell  and  W'illiamson  County  by  Texas 
Power  &  Light  Company.  The  town  of  Tem¬ 
ple  is  the  hub  of  the  system. 


Two  States  Plan 
Utility  Sales  Tax 

Sales  taxes  on  electric  energy  hang 
over  utility  companies  in  Alabama  and 
Maryland  at  present  sessions  of  the  state 
legislatures.  Thomas  W.  Martin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Alabama  Power,  recently  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  House  ways  and  means 
committee  in  Montgomery  to  declare 
that  more  taxes — either  as  capital  stock 
and  franchise  levies  or  on  sales — will 
necessitate  increased  rates  or  omission  of 
preferred  dividends.  He  declared  his 
company’s  gross  had  dropped  15  per 
cent  and  net  55  per  cent  in  the  last  hve 
years,  while  taxes  have  been  hiked 
$1,000,000. 

In  Maryland  the  proposal  is  for  a  1 
IH*r  cent  tax  on  gross  receipts  of  utilities. 
(,iov.  Harry  W.  Nice  received  the  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  special  committee  he 
appointed  several  months  ago  to  study 
means  of  raising  funds  needed  for  relief, 

• 

S.E.C.’s  Regional  Men 
To  Gather  for  “School” 

Regional  administrative  officers  will 
gather  in  Washington  on  March  9  for 
the  first  series  of  general  meetings  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission  has 
ever  held  to  discuss  activities  and  duties. 
On  the  fourth  and  last  day  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  March  13,  Commissioner  Robert  E. 
Healy  will  preside  over  a  session  on  the 
Public  Utility  Act  of  1935. 

Flyer  Inspects  Lines 

When  heavy  snows  prevented  line  in¬ 
spections  by  Interstate  Power  Company 
crews,  the  manager  of  Dubuque’s  munici¬ 


pal  airport,  Lewis  E.  Boxleiter,  equipped 
a  plane  with  skiis,  obtained  a  license  to 
fly  low  and  took  over  the  inspection 
work.  It  was  the  first  time  the  company 
ever  has  checked  the  system  by  air. 


E.E.I.’s  Fourth  Convention 
to  Be  Held  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis  will  be  the  city  and  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  the  scene  of  the 
fourth  annual  convention  of  the  Edison 
Electric  Institute,  the  board  of  trustees 
announces.  The  date  has  been  set  as 
June  1-4  by  the  institute’s  operating  com¬ 
mittee. 

No  details  of  the  program  have  as  yet 
been  announced. 


Jailed  for  Sabotage 

Third-degree  assault  charges  growing 
out  of  alleged  sabotage  by  two  employees 
of  Brooklyn  Edison  Company  last  August 
resulted  in  sentences  of  eighteen  months 
to  three  years  for  both  men  last  week. 


Edison  Electric  Institutic — Third  annual 
sales  conference  and  sales  committee 
meetings,  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  March  23-27.  Annual 
convention,  Municipal  Auditorium,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  June  1-4.  Bernard  F. 
Weadock,  managing  director,  420 
Lexington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Florida  Engineering  Society  —  Annual 
meeting,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  April 
2-4.  W.  W.  Fineren,  secretary.  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Florida,  Gainesville. 

Midwest  Power  Engineering  Conference 
— Chicago,  Ill.,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
Pfisterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

.AsNociation  of  Iron  and  Steel  Electrical 
Engineers — Spring  engineering  confer¬ 
ence,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  April  22-23. 
Brent  Wiley,  managing  director.  Em¬ 
pire  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Electrochemical  Society  —  Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  23-25, 
Colin  G,  Fink,  secretary,  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Association  of  Public  Utilities 
— Annual  meeting,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blythe,  assis¬ 
tant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank  Build¬ 
ing,  101  West  High  Street,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 

Southeastern  Electric  Exchange — Annual 
conference.  Fort  Sumter  Hotel, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  30-May  1.  J. 
W.  Talley,  executive  secretary,  308 
Haas-Howell  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

National  Electrical  Wholesalers  Associa¬ 
tion — Annual  convention.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  4-9. 
E.  Donald  Tolies,  managing  director, 
165  Broadway,  New  York. 

.American  Institutie  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers— North  Eastern  District  meet¬ 
ing,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  6-8 ; 
summer  convention,  Huntington  Hotel, 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  June  22-26.  H.  H. 
Henline,  national  secretary,  33  West 
39th  Street,  New  York. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso¬ 
ciation — Spring  meeting.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  17-21. 
W.  J.  Donald,  managing  director,  155 
East  44th  Street,  New  York. 


Midwest  Meeting 
Program  Arranged 

All  major  arrangements  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Midwest  Power  Conference 
in  April  are  virtually  complete.  There 
will  be  twelve  sessions,  with  approxi¬ 
mately  35  papers  by  leading  engineers, 
each  a  recognized  authority  in  his  field. 
The  program  has  been  organized  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  various  partici¬ 
pating  engineering  societies. 

“Power  Economics”  will  feature  the 
first  day’s  session,  with  C.  F.  Hirshfeld 
of  the  Detroit  Edison  Company  and  other 
nationally  known  engineers  on  the  pro¬ 
gram.  “Power  Plant  Buildings  and 
Dams,”  “Engines”  and  "Electricity”  will 
provide  the  second  day’s  topics  and 
among  the  speakers  are  P.  E.  Stevens  of 
Byllesby  Engineering  &  Management 
Corporation  and  Major  T.  B.  Parkin, 
U.  S,  Army  Engineer.  “Refrigeration,” 
“Power  Piping  and  Welding”  and 
“Fuels”  are  among  the  subjects  for  the 
third  day,  with  W.  E.  Zieber  of  the  York 
Machinery  Corporation,  J.  R.  Daw.son  of 
Union  Carbon  &  Carbide,  C.  C.  Wilcox, 
John  Hahn  and  Joseph  Harrington,  com¬ 
bustion  experts,  as  well  as  others  on  the 
speaking  program. 

The  annual  banquet  will  be  held  the 
same  evening  at  the  Palmer  House.  The 
fourth  and  closing  conference  day  will 
feature  “Power  Plant  Technics,”  “Power 
Transmission”  and  “Fuel  Economy  and 
Controls.”  Among  the  speakers  this 
day  are  N.  Rosencrantz,  New  York  City; 
Dr.  Hall  of  Pittsburgh  and  J.  C.  Kuhns 
of  Staley  Manufacturing  Company. 

• 

Varied  Program  Planned 
For  A.I.E.E.  Convention 

Trips  to  the  metropolitan  aqueduct, 
Boulder  Dam,  the  municipal  light  plant. 
Mount  Wilson  Observatory  and  the 
Huntington  Library  are  planned  as  spe¬ 
cial  features  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers’  meeting  at  the 
California  Institute  of  Technology,  June 
22-26,  according  to  Prof.  R.  W.  Sorensen, 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

This  is  the  first  time  California  Tech 
has  played  host  to  A.I.E.E.  and  Professor 
Sorensen  expects  an  attendance  of  about 
1,000  at  the  convention. 

Lights  for  New  Highway 

An  ambitious  program  of  liigh'vay 
lighting  is  advocated  by  North  Carolina  s 
Board  of  Conservation  and  Development, 
which  wants  illumination  for  the  60-mile 
scenic  parkway  from  Linville  Falls  to 
Oteen,  now  nearing  completion.  The 
board  also  is  recommending  a  group  of 
signal  lights  on  the  top  of  Mount  Mitchel . 
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Output  Starts  Delayed  Seasonal  Decline 


After  an  unusual  resistance  to  the 
downward  trend  to  be  expected  at  this 
season  of  the  year  the  production  of  en¬ 
ergy  in  electric  light  and  power  plants 
fell  off  rather  sharply  in  the  week  ended 
February  29  to  1,903,363,000  kw.-hr,,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Edison  Electric  Institute. 
Despite  the  decrease  it  exceeded  the  like 
week’s  output  of  1935  by  9.7  per  cent 
and  of  1930  by  9.1  per  cent.  Compared 
with  the  middle  of  January  the  decline 
was  approximately  seasonal — somewhat 
greater  than  in  1935,  but  smaller  than 
in  1930.  Severe  weather  over  large  parts 


of  the  country  may  account  for  high  fig¬ 
ures  for  the  intervening  weeks. 

The  increase  over  1935  continues  to 
be  general,  ranging  from  8.1  per  cent 


Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 


Region 

Feb.  29 

•Week  ended- 
Feb.  22 

Feb.  15 

New  Endand . 

+  8.1 

-f  8.3 

4-  6.7 

Middle  Atlantic. . . 

-f  10.3 

-1-12.5 

4-10.6 

Central  Induatrial 

-f  8.8 

4-10.8 

4-  9.7 

Weet  Central . 

-1-14.9 

4-14.9 

4-14.6 

Southern  States. . . 

-f  10.2 

4-12.2 

4-10.8 

Rocky  Mountain.. 

-t-I9.5 

4-24.0 

4-25.7 

Pacific  Coast . 

-t-11.4 

4-15.8 

4-13.4 

United  States. . . 

-I-  9.7 

-hl2.3 

4-10.8 

in  New  England  to  19.5  per  cent  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  states,  with  the  margin 
somewhat  narrower  than  in  the  preceed- 
ing  week  in  most  of  the  geographical 
divisions,  but  broader  than  it  was  earlier 
in  the  month  in  New  England,  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Atlantic  and  West  Central  regions. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


1936 

1935 

1934 

Feb. 

29... 

1,903 

Mar. 

1.. 

1,734 

Mar. 

3... 

1,658 

Feb. 

22... 

1,942 

Feb. 

23... 

1,728 

Feb. 

24... 

1,646 

Feb. 

15... 

1,950 

Feb. 

16... 

1,761 

Feb. 

17... 

1,641 

Feb. 

8... 

1,952 

Feb. 

9... 

1,764 

Feb. 

10... 

1,652 

Feb. 

1... 

1,963 

Feb. 

1.. 

1,763 

Feb. 

3... 

1,636 

Jan. 

25... 

1,956 

Jan. 

26... 

1,782 

Jan. 

27... 

1,611 

Spreading  Service 
in  Seven  Tongues 


Imparting  a  personality  to  electric 
service  is  a  tough  job  at  best,  but  con¬ 
sider  the  problem  faced  by  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Gas  system  in  the  New  Y"ork  area, 
"fhere  it  can’t  be  done  in  a  single  lan¬ 


guage  or  even  in  two  or  three  tongues. 
Largely  by  use  of  the  radio,  these  com¬ 
panies  are  attempting  to  bring  about  a 
better  understanding  of  their  aims  and 


operations  among  1,750,000  Jews,  440,000 
Italians,  238,000  Germans,  238.000  Poles, 
28,000  Greeks,  57,000  Spaniards  and 
bO.OOO  Hungarians. 

The  times  selected  for  the  broadcasts 
were  arrived  at  after  a  study  of  the  habits 
of  the  racial  groups;  some  run  for  five 


minutes  and  others  for  as  much  as  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.  Outstanding  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  various  groups  are  to  make 
talks;  two  Italian  housewives  converse 
over  the  excellence  of  the  electric  iron; 
some  of  the  programs  are  largely  musi¬ 
cal,  and  most  of  them  feature,  in  name 
or  subject,  some  familiar  echo  of  the 
listeners’  native  land. 


Duke  to  Build  Load 

Appliance  sales  teams  have  been 
formed  throughout  the  Duke  Power 
Company  organization  and  cash  prizes 
offered  in  one  of  the  broadest  load-build¬ 
ing  campaigns  ever  undertaken  by  the 
company.  The  contest  is  to  run  for  six 
months. 


Ontario  Commission 
in  Answer  to  Suits 

Two-fold  is  the  defense  of  Ontario’s 
Hydro-Electric  Commission  against  suits 
arising  out  of  its  cancellation  of  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  private  companies  last 
year.  First,  it  called  the  court’s  atten¬ 
tion,  in  the  Ottawa  Valley  Power  Com¬ 
pany  suit,  to  the  provisions  in  the  act 
requiring  that  the  consent  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General  is  necessary  to  initiate  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Second,  answering  to  the  suit 
as  filed,  the  contracts  are  now  and 
always  were  void  and  illegal. 

Several  companies  have  challenged  this 
first  point,  declaring  that  the  provincial 
legislature  has  no  power  to  pass  a  law 
which  prevents  suits  of  this  character. 
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PRICE  TREND  OF  37 
POWER  AND  LIGHT 
COMMON  STOCKS 


PRICE  TREND  OF 
50  POWER  AND 
LIGHT  BONDS 


Bonds  Hold  Gains;  Stocks  Advance 


latter  company  told  the  South  Carolina 
Public  Service  Commission  in  asking 
approval  of  the  purchase.  Both  are 
General  Gas  &  Electric  properties. 


New  York  Utilities 
Face  New  Costs 


Not  only  are  public  utilities  in  New 
York  to  be  called  upon  to  foot  the  bill 
for  investigations  seeking  rate  reductions 
but  they  will  be  asked  as  well  to  pay  for 
assistance  requested  by  individuals  who 
may  wish  to  oppose  petitions  for  rate 
increases.  Under  a  new  bill  proposed  in 
the  state  Assembly  any  person  or  muni¬ 
cipal  corporation  desiring  to  fight  such 
an  increase  may  ask  the  Public  Service 
Commission  for  investigators,  accountants 
and  rate  and  valuation  experts  to  assist 
in  preparing  the  case. 

These  experts’  compensation  would  be 
made  “part  of  the  costs  of  proceedings 
before  the  commission  and  be  charged  to 
and  paid  by  the  public  utility,”  savs  the 
bill. 


Not  a  Chain  Store, 

Says  Detroit  Edison 

Detroit  Edison  Company  doesn't  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  a  chain  store.  A  suit  in  Circuit 
Court  challenges  the  state  of  Michigan’s 
attempt  to  apply  to  the  utility  its  retail 
chain  store  tax  and  seeks  the  return  of 
$23,000  paid  under  protest  in  1933  and 
1934. 

Says  the  company:  Our  67  branch 
offices  in  the  Detroit  area  are  there  to 
serve  patrons,  not  to  conduct  retail  busi¬ 
nesses. 


1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  JFMAMJJASOND 

1936 

Hiirh-g'rade  utility  bond  issues  held  firm  in  February.  ^'Electrical  World” 
index  remained  at  105.7,  the  figure  recorded  for  January.  Stock  index 
advanced  to  36.2  this  week  from  35.8  last  week. 


Stock  Exhange  Probes 
Utility  Shares’  Break 

What  was  behind  the  wild  gyrations  in 
public  utility  stocks  on  Monday,  Febru¬ 
ary  17?  Unusually  active  trading,  the 
wild  run-up  in  prices  and  the  subsequent 
wide-open  break  on  the  day  the  Supreme 
Court  gave  its  ruling  on  Wilson  Dam  are 
engaging  the  attention  of  New  York 
Exchange  authorities,  presumably  at  the 
request  of  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  in  its  capacity  as  watchdog 
of  the  speculative  markets. 

All  transactions  of  partners  in  New 
York  Stock  Exchange  firms  on  that  date 
are  to  be  reported. 


Two  C.  &  S.  Units 
Plan  Financing 

While  the  market  this  week  has  been 
bare  of  new  public  utility  bond  offerings, 
some  interesting  details  of  the  refunding 
plans  within  the  Commonwealth  &  South¬ 
ern  system  came  to  light  when  two  sub¬ 
sidiaries  asked  the  S.E.C.  for  registra¬ 
tion  of  large  issues. 

The  larger  item  was  $55,830,000  of 
first  mortgage  bonds,  due  1970,  for  Con¬ 
sumers  Power  Company,  to  reimburse 
the  treasury  for  $4,999,400  of  expendi¬ 
tures  and  to  retire  on  May  1  $50,830,600 
of  first  lien  4i/^s,  due  1958.  The  issue, 
according  to  Wall  Street  gossip,  may 
duplicate  the  3V4  per  cent  interest  rate 
on  the  New  York  Edison  issue  last  week. 

The  second  item  was  Central  Illinois 
Light’s  application  to  register  $7,178,500 


of  first  and  consolidated  mortgage  bonds, 
proceeds  from  which,  with  about  $400,000 
of  treasury  funds,  would  be  used  to  re¬ 
deem  on  April  1  the  company’s  $7,178,- 
500  first  and  refunding  5s,  which  are 
callable  at  105. 

The  reason  that  Duke  Power’s  $39,- 
000,000  of  refunding  bonds  and  notes 
had  never  been  publicly  offered  also  was 
learned  this  week.  This  financing,  in 
connection  with  the  retirement  of  the 
$50,000,000  issue  of  4V2S  due  in  1967, 
was  accomplished  privately  through  the 
sale  of  $30,000,000  of  3^^  per  cent  bonds 
due  in  1967  and  $9,000,000  of  4  per  cent 
notes  due  in  1946. 


Reorganization  Approved 

Reorganization  plans  for  Central  West 
Public  Service  Company  have  been  ap¬ 
proved  in  United  States  District  Court  in 
Wilmington. 


South  Carolina  Merger 

Integration  and  economy  call  for  con¬ 
solidation  of  Lexington  Water  Power 
Company  with  Broad  River  Power,  the 
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Industry  Moves 
for  Co-operation 

Four  branches,  utility,  manufacturing, 
contracting  and  wholesaling,  act  to  co¬ 
ordinate  activities  through  newly  formed 
promotional  committee 

One  of  the  broadest  co-operative  move¬ 
ments  ever  undertaken  in  the  electrical 
industry  bids  fair  to  co-ordinate  the  four 
major  branches — utility,  manufacturing, 
contracting  and  wholesaling — in  the  near 
future.  Retailers,  who  are  now  organiz¬ 
ing  on  a  national  scale  in  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Electrical  Leagues, 
are  expected  to  join  the  movement  when 
their  new  association  is  in  smooth  run¬ 
ning  order. 

Executive  committee  named 

Negotiations  looking  tow^ard  the  quad¬ 
rilateral  arrangement  have  been  going  on 
for  about  three  months,  an  executive 
committee  of  twelve  members  has  been 
named,  and  a  steering  committee  of  four 
to  draft  details  of  the  program  probably 
will  be  announced  shortly.  The  executive 
committee,  composed  of  three  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  branch  of  the  industry, 
includes  the  following: 

For  the  Edison  Electric  Institute:  B. 
F.  Weadock,  vice-president  and  managing 
director  E.E.I.;  E.  W.  Lloyd,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  Commonwealth  Edison  Company; 
H.  P.  J.  Steinmetz,  Public  Service  Elec¬ 
tric  &  Gas  Company.  For  the  National 
Electrical  Manufacturers  Association: 
Frank  C.  Jones,  president  of  Okonite 
Company  and  N.E.M.A.;  S.  L.  Nicholson, 
Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing; 
C.  F.  Swartzbaugh,  head  of  Swartzbaugh 
I  Manufacturing  Company,  For  the  Na- 
I  tional  Electrical  Wholesalers  Associa- 
;  tion:  F.  K.  Eiseman,  N.E.W.A.  chairman 
I  and  secretary-treasurer  of  Revere  Electric 
I  Company;  B.  W.  Clark,  vice-president 
I  Westinghouse  Electric  Supply;  G.  E.  Cul- 
linan,  vice-president  Graybar  Electric. 
For  the  National  Electrical  Contractors 
Association:  Earl  N.  Peak,  president  of 
N.E.C.A.  and  of  the  Marshall  Electric 
Company;  Robert  W.  McChesney  of 
■  Harry  Alexander,  Inc.;  R.  M.  Walker, 
walker  Electric  Company  and  chairman 
I  ®f  N.E.C.A.’s  distribution  committee. 

Peak  has  been  named  permanent 
chairman  of  the  organization,  while  C.  E. 
;  J^nwood,  commercial  director  of  the 
•E-I.,  is  permanent  secretary.  The  com- 
®*ttee  has  chosen  for  its  title  Electrical 
odustry  Promotion  Committee.  Com¬ 


mittee  members  express  the  hope  that 
the  business  of  all  branches  of  the  indus¬ 
try  may  be  expanded  through  this  co¬ 
operative  venture,  declaring  that  there  is 
no  thought  of  setting  up  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion,  but  rather  of  improving  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  existing  associations. 

• 

Underwriters  Win 
Suit  Over  Label 

The  right  of  Underwriters’  Labora¬ 
tories,  Inc.,  to  legal  protection  against 
unauthorized  use  of  its  publicly  recog¬ 
nized  symbol  of  approval  was  established 
last  week  in  federal  District  Court,  in 
New  York,  in  a  case  which  made  legal 
precedent.  The  court  restrained  Irving 
Kandell,  dealer  in  second-hand  electrical 
supplies,  from  using  the  “Underwriters’ 
Laboratories  Inspected”  label  in  any 
form  on  electric  fuses  or  other  devices 
reconditioned  by  him  and  subsequently 
offered  for  sale. 

Underwriters’  Laboratories  is  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  engaged  in  testing  and 
approving  devices  and  materials  in  the 


interest  of  preventing  loss  of  life  and 
property  by  fire,  accident  and  theft.  Mis¬ 
use  of  this  label  is  regarded  as  a  fraud 
upon  the  public. 

Two  Sets  of  Standards 
Are  Made  Available 

Two  new  sets  of  standards  made  their 
appearance  recently.  One  was  prepared 
by  the  National  Electrical  Manufacturers 
Association,  “N.  E.  M.  A.  Rubber  Insu¬ 
lated  Building  Wire  and  Cable  Stand¬ 
ards,  National  Electrical  Code  Grade 
Compound,”  and  this  will  be  followed 
shortly  by  publications  covering  30  per 
cent  grade  compound  and  performance 
grade  compound. 

The  other  is  “American  Standards  for 
Rotating  Electrical  Machinery,”  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  American  Standards  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

• 

Manufacturer  to  Move 

Connecticut  Electric  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Bridgeport  plans  to  move  to 
Bantam,  Conn.,  as  soon  as  the  reorgani¬ 
zation  is  completed. 


A  lO-TON  TOP-CHARGING  FURNACE 


One  of  three  such  furnaces  being  installed  by  Pittsburgh  Lectromelt  Furnace 
Corporation  for  making  billet-size  ingots  for  rolling  at  one  heating  into 
merchant  bars.  The  roof  is  raised  and  swung  aside  horizontally  to  clear 
the  top  opening  for  charging  and  the  furnace  makes  10-ton  heats  in  about 
an  hour.  Quicker  charging,  greater  refractory  life,  lower  electrode  cost 
and  power  consumption  economy  are  the  advantages  claimed. 
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Appliance  Market 
in  West  Analyzed 

Six  Pacific  Coast  states  represent  a 
1936  appliance  market  of  $84,000,000, 
according  to  figures  presented  at  the 
joint  utility  session  at  the  annual  win¬ 
ter  meeting  of  the  Pacific  Division, 
N.E.W.A.,  at  Del  Monte,  Calif.  Report¬ 
ing  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho, 
Utah  and  Montana,  L.  W,  Brainard,  gen¬ 
eral  sales  manager  Idaho  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  stated  that  power  company  quotas 
were  $33,000,000  for  the  year. 

For  California  the  estimated  appliance 
volume  for  1936  will  total  $61,000,000 
according  to  George  C.  Tenney,  editor 
Electrical  W  est,  who  reported  for  the 
California  utilities. 


Westiiighouse  Moves 
New  York  Offices 

Removal  of  Westinghouse  Electric  & 
Manufacturing  Company’s  offices  in  New 
York  from  30  Rockefeller  Plaza  on  April 
30.  when  the  present  lease  expires,  was 
announced  this  week.  The  executive  and 
sales  offices  will  then  be  located  in  the 
old  quarters  at  150  Broadway,  space 
which  the  company  still  holds  under 
lease. 


43  Get  Coffin  Awards 

Forty-three  employees  of  the  General 
Electric  Company  have  received  the 
Charles  A.  Coffin  Foundation  awards  for 
1935  achievements.  Of  the  total,  eight¬ 
een  are  factory  men,  fifteen  engineers, 
six  administrative  and  clerical  men,  two 
commercial  men  and  two  construction 
engineers. 

• 

Wood  Preservation 
Standards  Specified 

Tentative  standard  specifications  for 
the  preservative  treatment  of  Southern 
pine  poles  recently  accepted  by  the 
American  Wood  Preservers  Association 
call  for  a  minimum  retention  of  8  lb.  of 
creosote  per  cubic  foot  of  wood  in  charge 
with  a  penetration  of  no  less  than  2.5 
inches  unless  85  per  cent  of  the  sapwood 


New  York  Metal  Prices 

Fab,  26.  1936  March  4,  1936 


Cente  per 

Cents  per 

Pound 

Pound 

Copp«r  wleetrolvtie . 

Laad.  Am.  S.  &  R.  price. 

9.25* 

4.50 

9.25* 

4.60 

Antimony . 

13.25 

12.625 

Nickel  incot . 

35.00 

35.00 

Zineepot . 

5.275 

5.275 

Tin  Strmita . 

47.625 

4'«.00 

Alominum,  99  per  cent . . 

l»-2l 

19—21 

'DeliTcred  Connecticut  Valley. 

is  penetrated.  As  was  pointed  out  by 
the  committee  headed  by  R.  H.  Colley  of 
Bell  Telephone  Laboratories,  this  8-lb. 
empty-cell  treatment  may  be  considered 


PACIFIC  COAST 

Electrical  business  seems  to  be  well  dis¬ 
tributed  and  well  balanced  but  in  only  fair 
volume.  A  fortnight  of  warm  weather  has 
helped  contractors  overtake  their  January 
purchases  of  wiring  supplies.  Fan  business 
will  probably  double  last  year’s  volume  and 
the  restoration  of  the  quantity  contract  is 
proving  effective.  However,  only  lighting 
business  is  maintaining  its  budget,  aided 
by  residential  and  school  work  and  the  in¬ 
tensive  campaign  initiated  by  the  utility 
companies  and  manufacturers.  About  50 
California  schools  are  expected  to  be  newly 
equipped  this  year  and  relighted  schools 
will  considerably  increase  this  total.  Street 
lighting  has  benefftted  by  safety  campaigns 
for  restoration  of  pre-depression  service. 

Utility  companies  report  success  with  the 
F.H.A.  wind-up  campaign  in  the  north  and 
the  range  campaigns  in  the  south.  Glendale, 
for  example,  has  increased  its  range  sales 
600  per  cent  in  two  years.  Coast  hardware 
and  apparatus  plants  are  busy,  working 
respectively  on  actual  and  prospective 
business.  No  recent  sizable  orders  for 
motors  or  transformers  are  reported  but  full 
crews  are  accumulating  surpluses  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  record  breaking  March. 

Two  huge  projects  are  expected  to  break 
into  the  order  column  soon.  One  is  the  200 
miles  of  transmission  and  feeder  lines  for 
Boulder  Dam,  the  general  award  for  which 
is  soon  to  be  broken  down  into  hardware, 
wire  and  insulators.  The  other  is  railway 
equipment  for  the  San  Francisco  bay  bridge. 
The  bridge  is  expected  to  be  open  for  auto¬ 
mobile  traffic  this  fall. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

An  order  for  a  25,000-kw.  turbo-generator 
placed  during  the  past  week  by  a  Connecti¬ 
cut  utility  company  is  the  outstanding  single 
unit  of  heavy  electrical  machinery  bought 
in  this  area  for  some  time.  Negotiations  for 
transformers  and  control  apparatus  involved 
in  the  installation  of  this  generator  are  now 
pending.  Small  motors  are  selling  slightly 
ahead  of  last  year,  according  to  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  manufacturers’  representatives; 
recently  several  motors  for  pumps  were 
sold,  including  one  of  50  hp.  for  a  Rhode 
Island  project.  Small  motors  for  air-condi¬ 
tioning  compressors  are  moving  well.  Dur¬ 
ing  January  and  February  of  this  year  651 
hp.  in  electrically  driven  air-conditioning 
systems  was  sold  in  the  Boston  Edison  ter¬ 
ritory.  Industrial  activity  in  this  district  is 
reflecting  favorably  on  sales  of  electrical 
apparatus. 

An  order  for  street-lighting  apparatus  for 
a  Rhode  Island  city  was  placed  during  the 
past  week.  Merchandising  continues  to  show 
increasing  trends  as  compared  with  last 
year.  In  February  electric  merchandise  sales 
of  the  Boston  Edison  Company  doubled  over 
last  year;  a  large  New  England  utility  in 
January  totaled  about  $100,000,  or  more 


sufficient  for  all  ordinary  utility  u$e$ 
since  less  than  1  per  cent  of  failures 
can  be  expected  in  fifteen  years  for 
poles  treated  in  this  manner. 


than  twice  the  volume  of  last  year;  electric 
refrigerator  and  range  sales  in  Vermont 
have  exceeded  expectations  for  the  first  two 
months,  according  to  one  official.  A  promi¬ 
nent  distributor  reports  increasing  his  sales 
staff  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  ap¬ 
pliances. 

CHICAGO 

Sharp  improvement  was  shown  in  all  lines 
of  business  in  Chicago  last  week.  Retail 
sales  climbed  with  better  weather  conditions 
and  although  wholesale  trade  wa>  spotty, 
the  turnover  was  far  ahead  of  recent  weeks. 
Industrial  activity  was  slightly  belter;  power 
output  continued  to  dimb  and  collections 
were  perceptibly  higher.  Steel  mills  in  this 
district  operated  at  62  per  cent  capacity,  an 
increase  of  3  per  cent  over  the  previous 
week.  Spring  demands  have  boosted  orders 
for  agricultural  implements. 

Construction  requirements  were  higher 
with  several  large  contracts  awarded  for 
industrial  buildings  and  residential  projects 
in  outlying  districts.  A  large  retail  shoe 
company  announced  that  it  will  air-condition 
its  entire  chain  of  stores.  Work  has  already 
started  on  three  units. 

Statistics  from  the  Commonwealth  Edison 
Company  show  that  the  average  family  in 
this  city  used  792  kw.-hr.  in  1935  as  com¬ 
pared  with  766  during  1934. 

Sixty-two  per  cent  of  the  manufacturers 
reporting  to  the  Electric  Association  show 
an  increase  in  business  over  the  previous 
month,  while  81  per  cent  show  improvement 
over  a  year  ago. 

NEW  YORK 

Indications  of  business  improvement  have 
become  numerous  enough  this  week  to  form 
the  basis  for  a  substantial  hope  that  the 
spring  upturn  is  at  hand.  This  despite  the 
fact  that  electric  energy  production  in  the 
latest  week  took  a  fairly  sharp  dip  and  the 
margin  of  increase  over  a  year  ago 
was  pared  to  9.7  per  cent.  Such  a  dip  i? 
readily  explained,  however,  for  the  figure? 
have  been  holding  far  above  seasonal  nor¬ 
mal  and  are  just  now  beginning  to  conform 
to  the  usual  pattern. 

Buying  of  heavy  electrical  equipment  by 
several  New  England  companies  has  bwo 
a  stimulating  industrial  factor,  and  plan- 
for  expansion  in  several  steel  mills  a'^ 
bolster  the  optimism  generally  felt. 

&  Laughlin  is  spending  over  $.30,000,000  an 
this  will  Include  more  generating  capafjt' 
as  well  as  installation  of  an  electrica  y 
driven  mill. 

Appliance  business  continues  '♦'t'v  f^^tt 
able  with  volume  in  February  in  the  - 
York  area  about  20  per  cent  above  . 

l^nsetllement  in  steel  prices  and  the  in 
ability  of  copper  fabricators  to  make 
9i-cent  quotation  hold  are  among  the 
favorable  business  factors,  but  steel  ou  pi 
is  rising  despite  the  price  uncertainty. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Reports  to  Electrical  World  from  observers  in  the  field  indicate 
that  the  moderate  decline  noted  in  business  over  the  first  two  months 
of  the  year  has  been  replaced  by  a  fairly  brisk  upturn  in  the  opening 
week  of  March.  Expansion  in  both  the  utility  and  steel  industries  has 
spurred  durable  goods  and  more  favorable  weather  has  aided  retail 
trade.  Uncertainty  in  steel  and  copper  prices  persists,  however. 
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Paragould,  Ark. — Stale  Supreme  Court 
has  rendered  another  decision  in  the  munic- 
i  ipal  plant  case  in  which  B.  M.  Kitchens,  a 
taxpayer,  sought  to  question  the  right  of  city 
oicials  to  pledge  the  entire  net  revenue 
from  the  proposed  plant.  The  court  ruled 
that  cities  of  the  first  and  second  class  may 
pledge  net  revenues  from  operation  of  a 
municipal  plant  to  secure  payment  of  the 
bonded  indebtedness  of  the  plant  and  dis¬ 
tribution  system.  Mr.  Kitchens  first  brought 
suit  on  the  grounds  that  the  city  had  no 
right  to  issue  the  bonds,  but  the  Greene 
Chancery  Court  held  against  his  contention. 
Before  the  appeal  was  disposed  of,  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Ltilities  Company  filed  a  petition  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  Supreme  Court  to 
restrain  the  P.W.A.  from  granting  a  loan 
and  grant  and  the  project  is  in  abeyance 
pending  final  disposition  of  that  litigation  in 
Washington. 

I  Auclsta,  Ga. — City  Council  has  passed  an 
i  ordinance  authorizing  the  issuance  of  $700,- 
000  in  electric  light  and  power  plant  revenue 
bonds.  The  City  Clerk  has  stated  that  if 
the  plant  is  constructed  the  Georgia  Power 
Company  will  take  the  bonds,  according  to 
^  contract. 

New  Market,  Iowa — At  the  election  held 
on  February  11  voters  approved,  by  a  count 
of  161  to  .18,  the  issuance  of  $55,000  in  mu¬ 
nicipal  light  plant  bonds,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  revenue  from  the  plant. 

Bemidji,  Minn. — Citizens  have  recently 
voted  in  favor  of  a  new  franchise  with  the 
Interstate  Power  Company  instead  of  oper¬ 
ating  a  municipal  generating  plant  and  dis¬ 
tributing  system.  A  total  of  1,617  votes  were 
cast  for  the  new  franchise,  while  1,285  fa¬ 
vored  the  municipal  plant. 

West  Point,  Miss.— City  board  of  Select¬ 
men  at  a  special  meeting  passed  an  ordi¬ 
nance  reducing  electric  rates  in  the  city 
effective  April  15.  The  two-meter  system  at 
present  in  use  will  be  abolished  and  the  one- 
meter  system  installed.  Under  the  new  rate 
system  the  residential  rate  is  4i  cents  per 
kilowatt-hour  for  the  first  50,  3  cents  for  the 
next  150,  11  cents  for  all  over  200,  with  a 
minimum  bill  of  $1.20.  The  commercial  rate 
is  41  cents  for  the  first  250  kw.-hr.,  3  cents 
for  the  next  7,50,  14  cents  for  all  over  1.000 
kw.-hr..  with  a  minimum  bill  of  $2.  The 
new  industrial  rate  will  be  a  charge  of  $1 
^r  kilowatt  demand  plus  IJ  cents  for  the 
first  10.000  kw.-hr.  and  7  mills  for  all  over 
;  10.000  kw.-hr.  The  new  electric  rates  will 
mean  a  total  reduction  of  about  $1,000  each 
.  month  in  the  city’s  gross  receipts  from  the 
'■ater  and  light  plant. 

Falls  City,  Neb.  —  Councilmen  have 
,  agreed  upon  a  sweeping  reduction  in  electric 
fates  that  will  mean  a  saving  of  $20,000  per 
year  to  domestic  consumers.  The  rates,  ef- 
;  ptive  March  1,  are  from  25  to  33i  oer  cent 
mwer.  The  rate  will  be  $1.75  a  month  for 
:  aO  kw.-hr. 

Norfolk,  Neb. — lowa-Nebraska  Light  & 
j  ower  Company  won  a  permanent  injunction 
against  the  city  from  acquiring  the  electric 
and  gas  plants  of  the  power  company  in  that 
■  ®  general  election  held 

'n  1935.  in  which  the  voters  approved 
a  plan  for  acquiring  the  property.  The  in- 
I  was  handed  down  by  the  federal 

fun  in  Omaha.  The  election  was  held  to 
f  in  violation  of  Nebraska  statutes  on  two 
points:  That  it  provides  for  paying  for  the 
operty  out  of  earnings  from  operations  of 
^  plants,  ind  that  it  did  not  definitely  and 


accurately  identify  the  properties  to  be  ac¬ 
quired.  In  making  the  injunction  perma¬ 
nent  the  court  ruled  that  the  proceedings  are 
void,  and  if  pursued  will  result  in  confisca¬ 
tion  and  irreparable  loss  in  violation  of  the 
plaintiff’s  constitutional  rights.  The  de- 
lendants  were  advised,  however,  that  such 
judgment  shall  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  fur¬ 
ther  proceedings  instituted  in  accordance 
with  law. 

Fort  Collins,  Colo. — Revocation  of  a 
loan  and  grant  of  $738,000  for  construction 
of  a  municipal  light  and  power  plant  has 
been  announced  by  Public  Works  Adminis- 
I  rater  Harold  L.  Ickes.  In  awarding  con¬ 
tracts  and  preparing  to  proceed  with  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  plant  the  city  failed  to 
c.omply  with  P.W.A.  rules  and  regulations. 
The  plant  is  being  constructed  with  the 
applicant’s  own  funds.  The  allotment  was 
made  from  the  old  appropriations  for  public 
works  construction. 

Springville,  N.  Y. — Petition  of  the  village 
to  extend  its  electric  plant  outside  the  vil¬ 
lage  to  the  town  of  Concord  has  been 
granted  by  the  New  York  Public  Service 
Commission.  The  petition  was  filed  as  the 
result  of  urgent  requests  by  residents  of  the 
town  to  receive  electric  service  from  the  vil¬ 
lage  plant.  The  village  is  authorized  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  lines  in  only  a  portion  of  the  town. 
Commissioner  Maurice  C.  Burritt,  recom- 


THE  l,000,00l8t  I.E.S.  LAMP 


Trimmed  in  gold,  emblematic  of  the 
Westinghouse  golden  jubilee  celebra* 
tion,  the  first  lamp  in  the  second  million 
certified  bv  the  Illuminating  Engineer¬ 
ing  Society  is  presented  to  A.  W’.  Robert¬ 
son  (right),  chairman  of  Westinghouse, 
by  Frederick  Schwartz  (left),  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Artistic  Lamp  Manufacturing 
Company,  while  W’alter  Cary,  president 
of  the  Westinghouse  Lamp  and  Bryant 
Electric  companies,  points  to  the  beetle- 
ware  bowl,  first  to  be  used  in  an  I.E.S. 
lamp. 


mending  the  granting  of  the  petition,  points 
out  that  the  village  can  more  advantageously 
serve  the  area  to  the  south  and  immediately 
'  >  the  east  and  west,  just  outside  its  boun¬ 
daries,  than  can  the  New  York  State  Electric 
&  Gas  Corporation,  which  also  holds  a  fran¬ 
chise  to  serve  the  entire  town  of  Concord, 
it  is  also  pointed  out  that  much  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  is  served  by  the 
New  York  State  Electric  &  Gas  Corporation, 
which  can  more  conveniently  serve  that  area 
and  that  it  would  be  a  wasteful  competition 
and  duplication  of  facilities  to  authorize  the 
village  to  serve  generally  in  the  town  of 
Concord. 

Sanford,  N.  C. — City  has  recently  granted 
the  Carolina  Power  &  Light  Company  a  30- 
year  franchise  after  considerable  litigation. 
On  December  3,  when  the  ordinance  was 
scheduled  to  come  up  for  a  second  reading, 
a  temporary  restraining  order  was  served  on 
the  Mayor  and  the  Aldermen  with  members 
of  the  Citizens  League  as  plaintiffs.  Later 
the  restraining  order  was  withdrawn  and 
another  one  was  issued.  Judge  N.  A.  Sin¬ 
clair  recently  rendered  his  decision,  dissolv¬ 
ing  the  restraining  order. 

Sandusky,  Ohio — Petitions  for  a  refer¬ 
endum  on  legislation  to  finance  construction 
of  a  municipal  light  plant  has  been  rejected 
by  the  city  commission.  Charges  have  been 
made  that  the  commission’s  action  was  in 
violation  of  the  referendum  section  of  the 
state  Constitution. 

Paris,  Tenn. — A  second  effort  to  obtain 
the  property  of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee 
Light  &  Power  Company  was  made  hy  the 
city  Fehniary  20  when  Mayor  John  Reeves 
wrote  to  H.  D.  Fitch,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  asking  if 'his  company  had  amended 
its  attitude  in  refusing  previous  offer  by 
the  city  to  buy  the  property.  Mayor  Reeves 
was  advised  by  Mr.  Fitch  last  October  that 
the  company  was  not  interested  in  the  sale 
of  the  property  to  the  city  and  that  every' 
fair  and  legal  means  would  be  undertaken 
to  protect  its  ownership. 

• 

Appalachian  Joins  Fi^ht 
on  Staunton  River  Dam 

Appalachian  Electric  Power  Company 
has  joined  the  fight  to  bar  construction 
of  a  dam  and  hydro-electric  project  on 
the  Staunton  River,  in  Virginia,  by  tbe 
Smith  Mountain  Power  Company,  asking 
that  the  application  be  dismissed  by  the 
state  Corporation  Commission  on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  not  in  the  proper  form. 

The  commission  ruled,  however,  that 
Smith  Mountain  may,  prior  to  April  15. 
file  an  amended  application. 

Virginia  Electric  Wages 
Raised  to  1932  Scale 

Wages  and  salaries  of  Virginia  Elec¬ 
tric  &  Power  Company  employees  which 
are  not  already  back  up  to  the  level 
prevailing  before  the  general  cut  in  1932 
are  being  restored  April  1,  J.  G.  Holtz- 
claw,  president,  announced  last  week. 

Mr.  Holtzclaw  also  pointed  out  that, 
in  addition  to  the  $2,000,000  expansion 
program  now  under  way  at  the  Rich¬ 
mond  steam  plant,  the  company  is  to 
spend  $1,338,000  for  extensions  and  im¬ 
provements  in  the  distribution  and  trans¬ 
mission  system. 
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Allis-Chalmers  Transfers 
A.  D.  Brown  to  Los  Angeles 

A.  D.  Brown,  formerly  district  man¬ 
ager  of  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing 
Company,  Inc.,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  transferred  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
as  manager  of  that  office  to  succeed  the 
late  Boyd  Anderson.  Mr.  Brown’s  affilia¬ 
tion  with  Allis-Chalmers  started  in  1927, 


A.  D.  Brown 


when  that  company  purchased  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Transformer  Company.  For  a 
time  after  that  purchase  he  continued  to 
contact  utilities  in  the  East  and  then  took 
up  his  duties  in  Buffalo  in  1929. 

A  graduate  of  Union  College,  Mr. 
Brown  was  associated  for  a  period  of 
years  with  the  Aluminum  Company  of 
America  on  various  engineering  projects 
before  joining  the  Pittsburgh  Trans¬ 
former  Company.  While  in  Buffalo  he 
devoted  considerable  time  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
l)eing  chairman  of  the  membership  com¬ 
mittee  for  1935-36. 

H.  E.  Weiss,  formerly  manager  of  the 
company’s  Salt  Lake  district  office,  has 
been  appointed  manager  at  Buffalo  to 
succeed  Mr.  Brown. 

• 

►  Robert  Valdez  has  been  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  New  Mexico  State  Corpora¬ 
tion  Commission. 

►  Prof.  Robert  E.  Doherty,  dean  of 
the  school  of  engineering  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  an  authority  on  technical 
education,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology. 
Professor  Doherty  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Yale  faculty  since  1931.  A  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Illinois,  he  obtained 
his  first  employment  with  the  General 
Electric  Company.  In  1918  he  became 
assistant  to  Dr.  Steinmetz.  In  1923  he 
was  named  consulting  engineer  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric.  Since  his  appointment  at 


New  Haven  he  has  been  active  in  the 
educational  programs  of  professional  so¬ 
cieties,  including  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers  and  the  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Engineering  Edu¬ 
cation. 

►  Albert  L.  Rohrer,  a  pioneer  in  the 
electrical  manufacturing  industry,  cele¬ 
brated  his  eightieth  birthday  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  29 — that  is,  according  to  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  the  world,  but  according  to  the 
calendar  it  was  only  his  nineteenth 
birthday.  Having  been  associated  with 
the  General  Electric  Company  since  the 
days  when  it  employed  only  300  workers, 
he  came  in  contact  with  most  of  the  great 
engineers  of  this  era,  including  Thomas 
A.  Edison  and  Elihu  Thomson.  From 
1894  to  1923  he  was  electrical  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  General  Electric  Schenec¬ 
tady  plant  and  from  1923  until  his  re¬ 
tirement  in  1926  he  was  retained  in  the 
capacity  of  advisory  engineer.  At  the 
present  time  Mr.  Rohrer  is  engaged  in 
genealogical  work. 

• 

G.  C.  Barry  Elected 
Arrow-Hart  Vice-President* 

Grosvenor  C.  Barry  has  recently  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  Arrow-Hart 
&  Hegeman  Electric  Company,  Hartford, 
Conn.  For  the  past  eight  years  Mr. 
Barry  has  been  connected  with  the  com¬ 
pany  as  export  manager,  industrial  sales 
manager  and  general  sales  manager. 

He  began  his  business  career  with  the 
Western  Electric  Company  in  1912  in 


G.  C.  Barry 


the  jobbing  division,  and  from  1914  to 
1918  was  associated  with  the  Hart  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  When  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Brown  Boveri  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1926,  he  joined  the  staff  as  assis¬ 
tant  vice-president,  but  resigned  in  1928 
to  become  associated  with  the  Arrow- 
Hart  &  Hegeman  Electric  Company. 


E.  P.  Prezzano  Assumes 
New  Executive  Duties 

Edward  P.  Prezzano,  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Consolidated  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  system,  New  York,  for  a  number  of 
years,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Westchester  Lighting  Company,  the  Yon¬ 
kers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company 
and  the  Bronx  Gas  &  Electric  Company 


E.  r.  Prezzano 


to  succeed  the  late  Eugene  H.  Rosen- 
quest. 

At  the  same  time  Floyd  L.  Carlisle, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Consolidated 
Gas  Company  of  New  York,  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Westches¬ 
ter  company. 

Mr.  Prezzano  has  been  with  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Gas  system  since  1901.  He  be¬ 
came  vice-president  of  Westchester  Light¬ 
ing  in  1926  and  was  also  a  vice-president 
of  the  Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power 
and  of  the  Bronx  Gas  &  Electric.  Mr. 
Prezzano  is  a  member  of  the  Edison 
Electric  Institute,  Empire  State  Gas  and 
Electric  Association,  New  York  Elec¬ 
trical  Association  and  the  American  Gas 
Association. 

• 

►  Charles  F.  Adams,  formerly  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  and  1.  Tucker  Bun 
have  resigned  as  directors  of  the  Edison 
Electric  Illuminating  Company  of  Bos¬ 
ton  as  a  result  of  a  provision  in  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Utility  Act  of  1935.  Mr.  Adams  is  a 
director  of  the  General  Electric  Company 
and  Mr.  Burr  is  an  investment  banker. 

►  Irwin  L.  Moore  succeeded  to  the  pres¬ 
idency  of  the  International  Hydro-Elec¬ 
tric  System  this  week  as  Archibald  R- 
Graustein,  continuing  to  sever  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  International  Paper 
Power  properties,  resigned  that  post.  Mr. 
Moore  recently  had  been  vice-president 
of  International  Hydro. 
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General  Electric  Merges 
Related  Sales  Sections 

The  appliance  and  merchandise  de¬ 
partment  of  the  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  through  J.  H. 
Crawford,  manager  of  the  construction 
material  sales  division,  has  announced 
the  consolidation  of  the  conduit  products 
sales  section  and  the  code  wire  sales  sec¬ 
tion,  the  consolidated  section  to  be  iden¬ 


tified  as  conduit  and  wire  sales.  A.  E. 
Newman,  formerly  manager  of  conduit 
products  sales,  has  l>een  appointed  man¬ 
ager. 

Mr.  Newman  began  his  career  in  the 
electrical  field  in  1910  with  the  Sprague 
Electric  Company  and  was  associated 
with  that  organization  when  it  was  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  General  Electric  Company. 
In  1923  he  went  with  the  construction 
material  sales  division  of  the  merchan¬ 
dise  department  at  Bridgeport  and  later 
served  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  subsequently  returning  to 
Bridgeport  as  manager  of  conduit  sales. 

W.  H.  C.  Smith,  formerly  manager  of 
the  code  wire  sales  section,  has  been 


'I'ade  assistant  to  Mr.  Crawford.  Mr. 
Smith  entered  the  employ  of  the  General 
Electric  Company  in  1900  as  a  member 
®f  the  supply  department  of  the  wire 
^nd  cable  section  at  Schenectady.  It  was 
m  1922,  with  the  formation  of  the  mer- 
ehandist-  department,  that  he  went  to 
Bridgeport  as  manager  of  code  wire 
®*les.  For  many  years  Mr.  Smith  has 
a  representative  of  the  General 
'lectric  Company  in  the  National  Elec¬ 


trical  Manufacturers  Association.  At 
present  he  is  chairman  of  the  rubber-cov¬ 
ered  building  wire  section  of  that  group. 
The  years  during  which  both  Mr.  New¬ 
man  and  Mr.  Smith  have  been  identified 
with  the  electrical  industry  have  given 
them  a  wealth  of  experience  with  which 
to  enter  into  their  new  responsibilities. 

►  Horace  P.  Liversidge,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Philadelphia 
Electric  Company,  has  been  elected  a 
director  of  the  company  to  succeed  the 
late  William  A.  Law. 

OBITUARY 

►  Daniel  G.  Wing,  formerly  president 
and  board  chairman  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  at  one  time  a 
director  of  the  New  England  Power  As¬ 
sociation,  died  at  Brookline,  Mass.,  Jan¬ 
uary  27. 

►  Dawson  H.  Skeen,  48  years  old,  head 
of  his  own  engineering  sales  company  in 
Chicago,  died  February  23,  of  pneu¬ 
monia.  Mr.  Skeen  was  manager  of  the 


Mountain  States  Power  Company  has 
been  ordered  by  the  state  Public  Service 
Commission  to  show  cause  why  electric  rates 
and  rural  service  charges  should  not  be 
lowered.  Rates  charged  by  the  utility  com¬ 
pany  for  electric  energy  for  lighting,  heat¬ 
ing,  cooking,  power  and  other  purposes  and 
the  rural  service  charge  will  be  investigated. 
The  company  cut  residential  and  commercial 
lighting  rates  and  residential  cooking  rates 
last  November. 

Arkansas  -  Missouri  Power  Company’s 
new  rate  schedule  filed  with  the  state  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Utilities  has  been  or¬ 
dered  suspended  for  90  days  by  the  depart¬ 
ment.  The  schedule  affected  electric  rates 
for  municipal  water  plants  in  several  towns 
in  northern  and  northwestern  Askansas.  The 
new  schedules,  which  would  have  become 
effective  March  5,  included  new  power  rates, 
new  combination  rates  for  power  and  lighting 
and  new  rates  for  rural  customers  in  a  large 
part  of  the  territory  served  by  the  company. 
The  suspension  order  stated  that  the  sched¬ 
ule  indicated  that  discrimination  would  re¬ 
sult  in  many  cases,  with  some  customers 
receiving  decreases  and  some  increases  on 
their  monthly  bills. 

Alabama  Public  Service  Commission 
will  soon  hear  W.  M.  Brunson,  people’s  at¬ 
torney,  who  has  inaugurated  a  campaign  to 
lower  electric  rates  in  eighteen  towns  in 
central  and  southeast  Alabama,  plead  his 
case.  “This  is  the  beginning  of  a  campaign 
to  be  conducted  bv  this  office  for  cheaper 
rates,”  Mr.  Brunson  said.  “Numerous  towns 
other  than  the  eighteen  mentioned  have  rates 
as  high  or  higher  than  these  and  their 
cases  will  be  taken  up  later.” 

Toledo  Edison  Company  will  put  into 
effect  on  March  15  new  and  lowered  rural 


electric  power  company  at  Fulton,  Ky., 
and  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
Edwards  Valve  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  in  East  Chicago  before  establish¬ 
ing  the  engineering  sales  concern  bearing 
his  name.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neers  and  the  Western  Society  of  Engi¬ 
neers. 

►  Charles  L.  Sherman,  Jr.,  a  former 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  Electric 
Association,  died  February  9  at  his  home 
in  Cynwyd,  Pa.  For  many  years  he  was 
president  of  the  Biddle  Gaumer  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturer  of  lighting  fixtures. 

►  Robert  W.  Cousins,  58  years  old, 
chief  electrical  engineer  for  the  last  26 
years  for  Carnegie-Illinois  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration  at  Gary,  Ind.,  died  February  16 
at  Miami,  Fla.  Mr.  Cousins  was  born  in 
Austin,  Tex.  After  graduating  from  a 
technical  school  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
1902  he  became  associated  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Company  and  in  1904  was 
employed  in  the  South  Chicago  plant  of 
the  Illinois  Steel  Company.  In  1909  he 
was  appointed  chief  electrical  engineer 
at  the  Gary  plant. 


electric  rates  for  its  2,500  farm  customers. 
Costs  of  power  are  cut  about  25  per  cent. 
Rate  is  $1.20  for  the  first  10  kw.-hr.,  4  cents 
each  for  the  next  65  kw.-hr.  and  then  2  cents 
per  kilowatt-hour  for  all  above  75  kw.-hr.  a 
month. 

New  York  Power  &  Light  Corporation 
has  filed  revisions  of  its  electric  rate  sched¬ 
ules  with  the  Public  Service  Commission 
which  are  estimated  to  save  consumers  in 
the  Greenwich  district  of  the  company’s  ter¬ 
ritory  about  $13,500  a  year.  The  lower  rates 
became  effective  February  29.  The  rate  for 
residential  service  is  reduced  for  all  use 
beyond  8  kw.-hr,  monthly  and  minimum 
charges  for  seasonal  users  are  reduced  from 
$15  to  $12.  Rates  for  commercial  and  in¬ 
dustrial  service  are  brought  into  conformity 
with  the  standard  rates  for  the  Albany  and 
other  districts  of  the  company. 

Suburban  Gas  &  Electric  Company’s 
rates  were  termed  unreasonable  and  unjust 
in  a  petition  filed  with  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Utilities.  Selectmen 
Leonard  C.  Atkinson,  Chester  O’Donnell  and 
Robert  W.  Pigeon  of  Winthrop  have  re¬ 
quested  the  department  to  order  a  reduction 
in  that  town. 

Illinois  Power  &  Light  Corporation  has 
announced  the  second  reduction  of  1936  in 
electric  light  and  power  rates  for  consumers 
in  Granite  City,  Madison,  Venice  and  Name- 
oki.  The  new  rates,  effective  April  1,  repre¬ 
sent  cuts  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the 
1929  schedule,  according  to  E.  G.  Schmitt, 
district  manager.  Under  the  new  schedule 
the  top  rate  will  be  5.9  cents  per  kilowatt- 
hour,  compared  with  the  present  rate  of  6.2 
cents.  Previous  1936  cut  became  effective 
February  1  (Electrical  World,  February 
8.  page  11). 
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Young  Announces 
100  Scholarships 

Approximately  100  young  men  and 
women  will  receive  Edison  scholarships 
each  year  in  the  future,  according  to 
Owen  D.  Young,  national  chairman  of 
the  Thomas  Alva  Edison  Foundation.  Mr. 
Young,  in  making  this  announcement, 
said  that  funds  have  already  been  raised 
to  finance  these  grants  for  intensive  tech¬ 
nical  training. 

The  scholarships  are  the  outgrowth  of 
the  contest  plan  which  the  inventor 
launched  shortly  before  his  death  in  1931. 

“These  scholarships  will  be  open  to  all 
youths,  whether  from  industry  or  from 
schools  and  colleges,”  Mr.  Young  said. 
“Workers  will  be  eligible  under  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  program  as  well  as  those 
who  have  spent  their  lives  in  educational 
institutions.  Ambition,  industry  and  apti¬ 
tude  will  be  primary  requirements  for 
the  candidates  and  their  training  will  be 
specialized  to  meet  the  career  each  one 
has  chosen  to  follow. 

“By  carrying  out  this  program  for  a 
number  of  years,  the  foundation  expects 
to  be  able  to  develop  a  certain  number 
of  youthful  scientists  who  will  be  able  to 
make  contributions  to  industry  that  may 
carry  on  the  glorious  tradition  insepara¬ 
ble  with  the  name  of  Thomas  A.  Edison.” 

• 

Milwaukee’s  Taxpayers 
Fi^ht  Municipal  Plan 

Milwaukee’s  Socialist  administration 
will  be  given  a  blank  check  for  upward 
of  $30,000,000  and  the  city’s  debt  will  be 
doubled  if  voters  approve  the  proposed 
acquisition  of  Milwaukee  Electric  Rail¬ 
way  &  Light’s  generating  and  distribu¬ 
tion  facilities.  This  is  the  contention  of 
the  newly  organized  Taxpayers  and  Elec¬ 
tricity  Users’  Committee,  which  promises 
a  militant  fight  against  the  proposal 
before  the  April  7  referendum  vote, 

• 

Recognition  Planned 
for  Young  Engineers 

Recognition  for  outstanding  young 
electrical  engineers  is  the  goal  of  Eta 
Kappa  Nil,  honorary  electrical  engineer¬ 
ing  society,  through  a  new  system  of 
nominations  and  examinations.  Candi¬ 
dates  placed  in  nomination  will  be  in¬ 
vestigated  as  to  professional  achieve¬ 
ments.  interest  in  public  affairs  and  cul¬ 
tural  development. 

Inventor  to  Be  Honored 

The  memory  of  William  Stanley,  in¬ 
ventor,  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  will 
be  honored  at  the  unveiling  of  a  portrait 
of  him  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  on  March  20. 


HARTFORD,  CONN. — Connecticut  Light 
&  Power  Company  plans  1936  expansion  and 
improvements  to  cost  about  $3,300,000,  and 
fund  in  that  amount  will  soon  be  arranged. 
Work  will  include  power  plants,  power  sub¬ 
stations,  transmission  and  distributing  lines 
and  other  structures.  Line  extensions  will 
be  made  for  rural  electrification,  with  instal¬ 
lation  of  service  facilities. 

CHEROKEE,  IOWA — Iowa  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Company,  Fort  Dodge,  plans  extensions 
in  transmission  lines  in  parts  of  Cherokee 
County,  including  distributing  lines  for  rural 
electrification.  Application  has  been  made 
for  permission. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — Signal  Supply  Offi¬ 
cer,  United  States  Army  Signal  Corps,  Army 
Base,  Brooklyn,  receives  bids  until  March 
20  for  one-conductor  submarine  mine  cable, 
in  lots  of  100,000  to  140,000  ft.  (Circular 
147)  ;  also,  until  March  24  for  quantity  of 
selector  switches,  change-over  switches,  con¬ 
trol  switches,  control  and  selector  switch 
knobs  and  other  supplies  (Circular  148). 

FORT  MEADE,  FLA. — American  Cyana- 
mid  Company,  30  Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  plans  installation  of  motors  and 
controls,  conveyors,  electric  pumping  ma¬ 
chinery  and  other  equipment  in  new  phos¬ 
phate  mining  and  producing  plant  at  Fort 
Meade,  where  tract  of  about  4.500  acres  of 
phosphate  lands  has  been  secured.  Cost 
about  $250,000. 

ELYRIA,  OHIO — Is  considering  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  Diesel  engine-generating  station  to 
be  operated  in  conjunction  with  municipal 
sewage  disposal  works.  A  committee  of 
Council  has  been  appointed  to  secure  details 
and  estimates  of  cost. 

PINEVILLE,  W.  VA.— W.  M.  Ritter  Lum¬ 
ber  Company,  115  East  Rich  Hill  Street, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  plans  installation  of  motors 
and  controls,  conveyors,  electric  hoists, 
loaders  and  other  equipment  in  connection 
with  development  of  large  tract  of  coal  lands 
in  Wyoming  County,  vicinity  of  Pineville. 
Entire  project  will  cost  over  $300,000. 

SA(:RAMENT0,  calif.— Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  San  Francisco,  will  make 
extensions  and  improvements  in  properties 
at  Sacramento  and  other  points  in  Northern 
California  during  1936,  estimated  to  cost 
close  to  $3,000,000,  out  of  gross  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $16,500,000  for  entire  system.  Large 
part  of  fund  will  be  used  for  extensions  in 
transmission  and  distributing  lines  in  North¬ 
ern  area,  including  service  facilities  for  rural 
electrification. 

MUSKEGON,  MICH.— Old  Dutch  Refin¬ 
ing  Company  plans  installation  of  motors 
and  controls,  air  compressors,  electric  pump¬ 
ing  machinery  and  other  equipment  in  new 
addition  to  oil  refining  plant  for  gasoline 
production.  Cost  about  $2()0,()()0. 

YANKTON,  S.  D. — Northwestern  Public 
Service  Company,  Huron,  S.  D.,  has  con¬ 
tracted  with  municipality  for  installation  of 
new  ornamental  lighting  system  on  number 
of  streets,  and  will  begin  work  early  in 
spring. 

BILLINGS,  MONT. — Supervising  Con¬ 
struction  Engineer,  I’nited  States  Indian 
Service,  Billings,  receives  bids  until  March 
19  for  Diesel  engine-generating  equipment 
and  complete  accessories,  for  installation  at 
Shoshone  Indian  Agency. 

MEMPHIS,  TENN.— Tennessee  Valley 
Authority,  Knoxville,  plans  154,()00-volt  steel 
tower  transmission  line  from  vicinity  of  new 
dam  at  Pickwick  Landing.  Tenn.,  to  Mem¬ 


phis,  with  power  substation  and  switching 
facilities.  William  J.  Hayes  is  regional  co¬ 
ordinator,  in  charge. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.— Crown  Cork  & 
Seal  Company,  Baltimore,  Md.,  plans  instal¬ 
lation  of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors,  reg¬ 
ulators,  transformers  and  accessories,  and 
other  equipment  in  new  multi-unit  plant  for 
bottle  caps  and  capping  machinery  manufac¬ 
ture  on  tract  of  18  acres  of  land  recently 
acquired  at  Erie  Avenue  and  G  Street,  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  Cost  over  $2,000,000. 

HARTFORD,  CONN.— Hartford  Electric 
Light  Company  plans  extensions  and  im¬ 
provements  in  transmission  and  distributing 
lines  during  1936,  with  power  substation  and 
service  facilities  for  new  consumers.  Cost 
over  $150,000. 

BATESVILLE,  ARK. — Melbourne  Electric 
Company,  Melbourne,  Ark.,  plans  new  trans¬ 
mission  line  from  Melbourne  to  Batesville, 
with  extensions  to  Oxford,  Brockwell  and 
vicinity,  including  distributing  lines  for  local 
service,  totaling  over  20  miles. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF.— Water  and 
Power  Bureau,  207  South  Broadway,  D.  P. 
Nicklin,  purchasing  agent,  receives  bids 
until  March  18  for  one  3()0-kw.,  550-volt, 
d.c.,  motor-generator  set,  with  accessories. 

PORTSMOUTH,  N.  H.— Bureau  of  Sup¬ 
plies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  receives  bids  until  March  10 
for  motors  for  high-pressure  air  comnressors, 
field  rheostats,  starting  resistance  and  spare 
parts  for  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard  (Schedule 
7322). 

DETROIT,  MICH. — Fanny  Farmer  Candy 
Shops,  Inc.,  7  Griffith  Street,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  plans  installation  of  motors  and  con¬ 
trols,  conveyors,  loaders  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  in  new  multi-story  factory  at  Detroit. 
Cost  over  $200,000. 

RICHMOND,  VA.— Virginia  Electric  & 
Power  Company  is  arranging  a  fund  of  about 
$760,000  for  line  extensions  in  1936,  of 
which  approximately  $650,000  will  be  used 
for  additions,  improvements  and  replace¬ 
ments  in  city  transmission  and  distributing 
systems,  and  remainder  for  power  line  exten¬ 
sions  for  rural  electrification  in  different 
parts  of  territory,  with  service  facilities. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.— Board  of  Transporta¬ 
tion,  250  Hudson  Street,  William  J.  Daly, 
secretary,  receives  bids  until  March  10,  for 
quantity  of  miscellaneous  line  equipment 
for  Independent  City-Owned  Transit  Rail¬ 
road. 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO— Iron  Fireman  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company,  3170  West  106th  Street, 
plans  installation  of  motors  and  control^ 
conveyors,  electric  hoists,  etc.,  in  new  addi¬ 
tion  to  stoker-manufacturing  plant.  Cost 
about  $100,000. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Wisconsin  Public 
Service  Corporation  is  considering  exten¬ 
sions  in  transmission  and  distributing  line* 
for  rural  electrification  early  in  spring,  itj" 
eluding  power  substation  and  service  facul¬ 
ties.  Appropriation  will  be  arranged  soon- 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— General  Purchas¬ 
ing  Officer,  Panama  Canal.  Washington,  re 
ceives  bids  until  March  19  for  quantity  ot 
copper  cable,  magnet  wire,  transformers, 
fuses  and  other  simplies  (Schedule  3128). 

SCRIBNER.  NEB.— Elkhorn  Valley  Power 
Company  plans  new  transmission  and  die 
tributing  lines  for  rural  electrification  proj¬ 
ect  in  Washington,  Stanton,  Platte.  Dodg* 
and  other  counties,  with  power 
and  service  facilities.  Cost  about  ?1.5(X).0w. 
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